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Emperor's physique have been misleading. His small-
ness of stature has been exaggerated and he has been
represented as of quite insignificant appearance. When
he was seen amidst the members of the Imperial family,
all of high stature, it is true that he looked small in
comparison with the others. Neither did he resemble
his uncles and cousins in his features, which he inherited
from the Danish princess, his mother. In fact, he was
the only one of the Imperial family who showed none
of the distinctive traits of the Romanoffs.*
The high stature and remarkable beauty of almost
all the members of the Imperial family came from the
wife of Paul L, a princess of Wurtemberg-Monbeliard.
(Paul I. himself was so conspicuously ugly that, when he
arrived in Paris in 1782, under the name of the Comte
du Nord, the French populace did not refrain from
unfavourable comment during his passage through the
streets.) These distinctive physical traits reached their
perfection in the person of the Emperor Nicholas L,
who, according to a contemporary record, resembled a
Greek hero in his youth. For three generations this
physical excellence endured; the Emperor Alexander
III., father of Nicholas II., although not fine of feature,
was a man of Herculean strength and majestic presence.
When the Emperor Nicholas II. came to the throne;
he gave the impression of belonging to a race entirely
* It must be remembered that the present Russian Imperial family is descended
from the Romanoffs only through the female line. After the death of tke
Empress Elizabeth the throne of Russia fell to a Duke of Holstein-Gottorp,
whose mother was a daughter of Peter the Great, He, under the name of
Peter III., became the progenitor of the Russian Imperial line. If it is tro^
however, that the birth of Paul I., successor of Peter IIL, was irregular and thsfit
hk real father was a gentleman of the Court, named Soltykoff, then thenaemtes
01 the Imperial family have not a drop of Romanoff blood in their veins. i$&
Inemoirs of Peter HI. and the mother of Paul I., the authenticity of whtcti &
generally concededj appear to confirm this version.